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Cof f e e  is  clea r l y  a pass i o n a t e  bus i n ess.  Eth i o p i a n  farm e r s,  the  hea d  of  the  Illy  co f f e e  com p a n y  and  
com p e t i t o r s  at  the  in t e r n a t i o n a l  ba r is t a  cham p i o n s h i p  all  wax  lyr i ca l  abo u t  the  joy  of  th is  pe r f e c t  
dr i n k.

Bu t  beh i n d  the  pass i o n  lies  the  pe r n i c i o u s  ine q u a l i t y  of  a dee p l y  un f a i r  in t e r n a t i o n a l  tra d e.  The  pr i c e  
of  co f f e e  has  pl u m m e t e d  to  a 30  yea r  low,  and  it’s  no t  the  bi g  co f f e e  bra n d s  tha t  are  suf f e r i n g .  A  ki l o  
of  co f f e e  mak es  80  cups  wi t h  a re ta i l  va l u e  of  $230.  But  gro w e r s  sel l  a kil o  for  less  tha n  50  cen t s.  

Black Gold pu t s  a hu m a n  face  on  the  eco n o m i c s  of  com m o d i t y  tra d i n g ,  fo l l o w i n g  Tadesse  Mesk e l a  
as  he  trav e l s  the  wo r l d  in  an  eff o r t  to  ge t  a be t t e r  dea l  fo r  the  74,000  cof f e e  farm e r s  sup p l y i n g  his  
Eth i o p i a n  coo p e r a t i v e.  

In t e rs p e r s i n g  in t e r v i e w s  wi t h  hea d l i n e  fac ts  and  fig u r e s,  the  fi l m  allo w s  the  case  fo r  fai r  tra d e  to  
eme r g e  th r o u g h  qu i e t l y  com p e l l i n g  cine m a t o g r a p h y .  Wi t h  7 mi l l i o n  Eth i o p i a n s  dep e n d e n t  on  
eme r g e n c y  sup p l i e s,  hau n t i n g  ima g e s  inc l u d e  wo m e n  pic k i n g  ou t  subs t a n d a r d  co f f e e  bea ns  fo r  12  
ho u r  shi f t s,  and  a hu n g r y  chi l d  tu r n e d  away  fro m  a the r a p e u t i c  fee d i n g  cen t r e  fo r  no t  be i n g  qu i t e  
ma l n o u r i s h e d  eno u g h .

But  in  ou r  in t e r c o n n e c t e d  wo r l d ,  the  arg u m e n t  fo r  fai re r  tra d e  isn’ t  jus t  a mo r a l  one.  Wi t h o u t  the  
co f f e e  gro w e r s,  we’d  have  no  da i l y  la t t és.  An d  as  the  fi lm  sho w s,  im p o v e r i s h e d  farm e r s  are  alrea d y  
tu r n i n g  the i r  bac ks  on  co f f e e  in  favo u r  of  cha t,  a po p u l a r  narc o t i c  wh i c h  com m a n d s  a hi g h e r  pr i c e.  
So  pay i n g  farm e r s  a fai r  pr i c e  to  keep  gro w i n g  the i r  co f f e e  is  clear l y  in  eve r y o n e ’s  bes t  in t e r e s t s.
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